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GO FISH!
By Denise Otto, Fisheries Biologist

Conservation and Ethics.
GO FISH! relies upon dedicated 
volunteers who are enthusiastic 
about teaching young anglers how 
to fish. Volunteers 
are trained by MDC and provided 
with everything needed to teach the 
“Seven Hooks.”  

To register your child for a GO 
FISH! program, please call 
(636) 441-4554. 

To volunteer or for information about 
donation opportunities, contact 
Denise Otto at Denise.Otto@mdc.
mo.gov or (636) 300-1953 x 243.

For more information on GO FISH! 
visit: http://www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/
stlouis/fish/educate/gofish.htm

As the season changes from winter 
to spring, our minds begin to think of 
all the wonderful outdoor activities 
ahead. Missourians are spoiled with 
a wealth of opportunities to connect 
with nature. Whether it is floating an 
Ozark stream, hunting for morels or 
biking on the Katy Trail, few outdoor 
activities are as rewarding and 
challenging as fishing.

game. This disconnect could have 
serious implications. Young adults 
who have minimal appreciation 
for the outdoors are less likely to 
consider the negative impacts of 
their behavior on the natural world.

The GO FISH! angler education 
program strives to reconnect St. 
Louis area youth to the natural 
world through fishing instruction 
and greater appreciation 
of conservation. GO FISH! 
targets youth ages 7-15 and 
provides instruction with fishing 
opportunities. GO FISH! is designed 
to transform kids from first-timers 
to veteran anglers who understand 
how to interact with the aquatic 
environment.

GO FISH! is a multifaceted program 
designed to provide repeated 
contacts with anglers, offering a 
variety of programs covering a wide 
range of fishing skills, knowledge 
and techniques. GO FISH! is built 
upon the “Seven Hooks,” each 
being a program building upon the 
knowledge gained from previous 
ones. The “Seven Hooks” are: 
Basic Fishing I, Basic Fishing II, 
Basic Fishing III, Fishing with Lures, 
Species-Specific 
Fishing, Cooking and 
Cleaning Your Catch 
and Aquatic Ecology, 

Typically, fishing is a skill handed 
down through the generations. 
Unfortunately, this passage of 
information to younger generations 
is weakening. Urban and suburban 
youth are becoming increasingly 
disconnected from the natural world. 
Fishing poles and tackle boxes are 
being replaced by the latest video 



Columbia Bottom Conservation Area
801 Strodtman Road, St. Louis, MO 63138  Office hours are Wednesday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Saturday - Sunday from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For reservations call (314) 877- 6014 Wednesday through Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a 
courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services are available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From 
I-270 north take the Riverview Drive exit (last Missouri exit); go north approximately 2.8 miles. Riverview Drive becomes 
Columbia Bottom Road at its intersection with Larimore Road. The entrance is on the right-hand side. 
Visit www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/areas/bottom
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Volunteer Milestones

5 Native Plants for Your 
Backyard Habitat
Saturday 10 a.m. – Noon
(Adults) Would you like to attract 
birds, butterflies, and other interesting 
creatures to your yard? Create 
irresistible habitat for them by adding 
native plants to your garden. Missouri’s 
native plants and animals are meant 
for each other. We’ll introduce you to 
hardy native plants that thrive in our 
area, plants that attract a variety of 
native animals to your yard. Spring is 
just around the corner. Let us help you 
discover nature in you own backyard. 
(Reservations begin February 19.)

6 Dresser Island Pelican 
Hike
Sunday 9 a.m. – Noon
(7 & Up) Conservation makes Missouri 
not only a great place to hunt and fish, 
but also gives us the opportunity to 
enrich the quality of life by discovering 
nature. Dresser Island on the Mississippi 
River is a good place to observe 
pelicans, eagles, and other spring 
migrants. We’ll hike to the northern 
end of the island where the pelicans 
congregate and watch for ducks, eagles, 
hawks, gulls, herons, and trumpeter 
swans along the way. Dress for the 
weather and bring binoculars and 
field guides if you have them. Viewing 
scopes will be provided. We will walk 
up to four miles. (Reservations begin 
February 20.)

8 Wetlands March
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. – Noon
(Adults) Spring is quickly approaching! 
Let’s shake off that cabin fever by 
“submerging” ourselves in a wetlands 
ecosystem. At Columbia Bottom 
Conservation Area, experience the sights 
and sounds of the spring waterfowl 
migration with a leisurely hike amid 
the temporary wetland pools. You’re 
sure to enjoy the fashion show as the 
drakes will be dressed in their handsome 
breeding plumage. Meet at the visitor 
center prepared for the weather with 
shoes that can get wet and muddy. Don’t 
forget your binoculars if you have them. 
(Reservations begin February 23.) 

15 Foxes and Coyotes and 
Bears
Tuesday 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
(Ages 7 to 9) Oh my, these hunters are 
beautiful and crafty! They move about 
unseen, sometimes even in your own 
backyard. Learn how they live their lives 
and why it is so important to let these 
predators flourish. (Reservations begin 
March 1.)

19 Wetlands by Moonlight
Saturday 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
(Ages 7 & Up) The wetlands at 
Columbia Bottom Conservation Area 
serve as a great example of how the 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
works to sustain healthy forests, fish, 
and wildlife. Thousands of migrating 
waterfowl depend on these wetlands 
to eat and rest on their long journeys 
between summer and winter homes. 
Spring migration is at its peak, and the 
sounds of ducks and geese mingle 
with the calling of spring peepers and 
chorus frogs. Let us guide you on your 
discovery of the sights and sounds of 
nature as we walk by the light of the 
full moon through the wetlands. Dress 
for the weather and wear shoes or 
boots that can get muddy. Meet at the 
visitor center to car pool to the hike site. 
(Reservations begin March 5.)

24 Foxes and Coyotes and 
Bears
Thursday 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
(Ages 7 to 9) Oh my, these hunters are 
beautiful and crafty! They move about 
unseen, sometimes even in your own 
backyard. Learn how they live their lives 
and why it is so important to let these 
predators flourish. (Reservations begin 
March 10.)

Barbra Stephenson    1,250 hours

12 Homes for Rent
Saturday 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
(Families) We have one-bedroom 
prefabricated homes for several new and 
growing families and we need builders 
to put them together! Enjoy a short 
hike to discover various cavity nesting 
birds and find out how you can continue 
your support of conservation. We will 
work together building a nest box for 
your family home, helping to sustain 
healthy bird populations in Missouri. 
(Reservations begin February 26.)



August A. Busch Memorial Conservation Area  
2360 Hwy D, St. Charles, MO 63304  Office hours are Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For reservations call (636) 441-4554 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services 
are available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From I-40 take Hwy 94 south to Hwy D; turn west on Hwy D for 
approximately 2 miles. The area entrance is on the north side of Hwy D. Visit www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/cnc/busch
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This publication is produced locally. Please e-mail us at ConservationConnections@mdc.mo.gov with questions, 
comments, or concerns. Thank you.

5 Orienteering: Features of a Topographic Map
Saturday 11 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
(Adults and Families Ages 12 – 17) Are you physically fit and looking for a more strenuous and challenging 
off-trail experience? This trek covers four to six miles of the Weldon Spring Conservation Area using 
a topographic map, compass and your skills at reading the land. You will work with our Naturalists 
to read landforms from a topo such as valleys, saddles, waterways and ridges to find various 
landmarks and checkpoints in the rugged and steep woods of Weldon. This experience is 
designed for those who have a working knowledge of an orienteering compass and desire 
more experience reading a map while in the field. (Reservations begin February 18.)

12 It’s Purple Martin Time
Saturday 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.
(Ages 14 & up) Purple martins are on their way back to the St. Louis area from South America. Are you 
ready for their arrival? Help conserve these beautiful insect-eating, cavity dwelling swallows by establishing and managing 
a colony of purple martins in your own backyard. Weather permitting, we will also view a colony of purple martins that 
reside at the Busch Visitor Center each year. (Reservations begin February 25.)

19 Night Hike: Timberdoodles and Spring Peepers
Saturday 6 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
(Families) Experience the sounds of a late winter evening during a moderate 
3.2-mile hike. We will listen and watch for timberdoodles (American woodcock) 
performing their aerial courtship display shortly after sunset. This “nature show” 
belongs to one of the strangest members of the bird world. We also hope to hear and 
see the small yet loud spring peeper frogs performing their courtship songs from the 
small ponds along the trail. (Reservations begin March 4.)

12 Night Hike: Timberdoodles and Spring Peepers
Saturday 5 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
(Adults) Experience the sounds of a late winter evening during a moderate 3.2-mile 
hike. We will listen and watch for timberdoodles (American woodcock) performing their 
aerial courtship display shortly after sunset. This “nature show” belongs to one of the 
strangest members of the bird world. We also hope to hear and see the small yet loud 
spring peeper frogs performing their courtship songs from the small ponds along the trail. 
(Reservations begin February 25.)



Rockwoods Reservation
2751 Glencoe Road, Wildwood, MO 63038  Office hours are Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For reservations call (636) 458-2236 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services 
are available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From I-44 take Hwy 109 north 4 miles to Woods Avenue; left on 
Woods Avenue, then immediately right on Glencoe Road. From Manchester Road take Hwy 109 south 2 miles to Woods 
Avenue; right on Woods Avenue, then immediately right on Glencoe Road.                                                                         
Visit http://www.mdc.mo.gov/regions/st-louis/rockwoods-reservation
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For reservations call (314) 877-1309 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services are 
available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From I-44 take Kingshighway north to West Pine Boulevard, turn left.     
Follow West Pine to Lindell, turn left onto Lindell. Continue on Lindell past Union Drive to Cricket, turn left. Take first available 
right onto Grand Drive. The Visitors Center is the tan brick, red tile-roofed building with arched windows, and a clock tower. It 
will be on the right side of the street. Free parking is available in the double lot to the left or on the street.

5595 Grand Drive, St. Louis, MO 63112  Office hours are Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

8 Class Acts: Reptiles & Amphibians
Tuesday 10 a.m. – Noon 
(Ages 5 - 9) Our homeschool series continues! Students learn all about our slimy, bumpy, and slithery friends 
while discovering nature. Do snakes have a spine? How do tree frogs keep from freezing in the 
winter time? You’ll learn even more about these exceptional creatures. The program is 
held indoors and out. Dress for the weather. Wear clothes and shoes that you don’t 
mind getting wet or dirty. Meet at the Dennis and Judith Jones Visitor & Education 
Center in Forest Park. (Reservations are ongoing.)

23 Foxes and Coyotes and Bears
Wednesday 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
(Ages 7 to 9) Oh my, these hunters are beautiful and crafty! They move about unseen, 
sometimes even in your own backyard. Learn how they live their lives and why it is so 
important to let these predators flourish. (Reservations begin March 9.)

Forest Park Office  

23 Has Spring Arrived?
Wednesday 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
(Families Ages 7 & up) Spring in 
Missouri can be unpredictable; will it 
come early or late? The wildflowers 
that are in bloom will help tell the story. 
Join in an easy stroll in the woods to 
see what the wildflowers are telling us. 
Don’t forget to bring your camera to 
capture nature’s early spring beauty. 
(Reservations begin March 9.)

26 Scout Discovery Table: Bird ID & Flyways
Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
(Ages 5 & up) Have you ever wondered what that bird is at your feeder? Did you 
know that there are highways in the sky that birds follow when they migrate? Learn 
to identify common Missouri birds and find out where those highways in the sky 
are. Discover how conservation is improving habitat for birds and making it easier 
for you to get out and see so many bird species. This Scout Discovery Table meets 
the Cub Scout requirements for Wolves – Birds Elective 13d; Webelos – Naturalist 
#3, #5; Juniors – Wildlife #3, #8. Also appropriate for Brownies. (No reservations 
required.)

31 Fire, Water, Shelter
Thursday 10 a.m. – Noon
(Ages 10 & up) Are you a weekend warrior or outdoor enthusiast? If you are, come learn and practice these three essential 
skills that could help you stay ALIVE! Create fire with flint and steel or a bow and drill, purify water using a solar still, and 
learn to use everyday items in your pack to make a shelter. (Reservations begin March 17.)



Busch Shooting Range
and Outdoor Education Center  
2360 Hwy D, St. Charles, MO 63304  
Hours are: December 1 - March 31 open Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
April 1 - November 30 open Monday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., and Tuesday from 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Closed all State and Federal Holidays.

For program reservations call (636) 441-4554 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services 
are available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From I-40 take Hwy 94 south to Hwy D; turn west on Hwy D for 
approximately 5 miles. The area entrance is on the south side of Hwy D. Visit http://www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/ranges/busch
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5 Discover 
Nature: Families: 
Archery

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon
(Ages 11 & up) Are you tired of the same 
old family outings? Have you been 
looking for something new to do? What 
about archery? Learn a new skill in a 
safe, outdoor environment. It is fun for 
the whole family. This class is designed 
for families to learn the fundamentals 
of archery together. We will cover 
parts of the bow, different types of 
bows, stances, and teach you the 
basic techniques to get you on target.  
(Reservations begin February 7.)

9, 10, 12 Basic Handgun
Classroom Wednesday 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
& Thursday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. or Saturday 
7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
(Ages 14 & up) This program is 
designed to introduce beginners to 
handgun shooting. The first segment of 
the class will be in the classroom and 
will cover types of actions, calibers, grip, 
stance, sight picture, and safety. The 
live fire portions of the class will take 
place at the shooting range for hands-
on experience with the instructors. All 
participants must attend the classroom 
segment to participate in one of the live 
fire portions of this class. Participants 
under 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult. You may bring your own firearm or 
you may use one of ours. (Reservations 
begin February 9.)

16, 17 Basic Trap   
Wednesday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
& Thursday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(Ages 14 & up) This program is 
designed for those who have had some 
experience with shotguns and want 
to improve their trapshooting skills. 
The classroom portion will cover the 
fundamentals of 16 yard American 
Trap, types of chokes, distance 
judgment, stances, gun mount, and 
above all, safety. On day two we will 
go to the range to practice and develop 
new skills. Participants under 18 must 
be accompanied by an adult. You can 
bring your own equipment or we can 
provide it for you. (Reservations begin 
February 16.) 

23 Discover 
Hunting: Turkey 
Calling

Wednesday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(All Ages) Gobble, gobble, gobble.  
What does it all mean? This is an ideal 
class for those who want to improve 
their turkey hunting skills. This class will 
cover what calls to use, when and how 
often to call, and the different types of 
equipment to use. (Reservations begin 
February 23.)

24 Discover 
Hunting: Food 
Plot Seminar

Thursday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
(All Ages) Do you want to improve the 
health of the wildlife on your property 
and increase your chances of having 
a more successful hunt? This class 
will teach you the tips and techniques 
on how to plant a successful food plot. 
(Reservations begin February 23.)

24, 26 
Discover 
Hunting: 

Women Pheasant Clinic/
Hunt
Thursday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., 
Saturday 6:30 a.m. - Noon
(Ages 11 & up) This is a program for 
women who want to learn the skills 
needed for hunting pheasant or want 
improve their skills.  We will begin 
in the classroom to discuss habitat, 
different firearms, clothing, and hunting 
techniques, with an emphasis on safety. 
The program will continue on in the 
field for real hunting experience to test 
your new skills.  You must participate 
in the clinic to be a part of the hunt 
and be Hunter Education certified. 
(Reservations begin February 24.)



For program reservations call (636) 938-9548 Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services 
are available for those with hearing loss with 5 days notice. From the east/St. Louis: I-44 west to Beaumont/Antire Road, 
exit 269. Left over I-44 to Antire Road. Right on Antire road. One hundred feet to entrance. Left into driveway. From the 
west/Eureka: I-44 east to Beaumont/Antire Road, exit 269. Follow exit lane around to top. 
Visit http://www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/ranges/henges

Jay Henges Shooting Range 
and Outdoor Education Center  
1100 Antire Road, High Ridge, MO 63049 
Range Hours: May 1 - August 31: Wednesday 1 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Thursday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
September 1 - April 30: Wednesday - Sunday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed on Mondays and Tuesdays and all State and Federal Holidays.

For a complete listing of all Hunter Education and Bowhunter Education classes throughout the region, visit the web at 
www.mdc.mo.gov and click on the “Hunter Education” link on the right of the page.
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10 & 12 Basic Handgun 
Thursday 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
(Ages 16 & up) This two-part program 
will include handgun operation, 
shooting fundamentals, safety, 
maintenance, and safe storage. We’ll 
start with a classroom session on 
Thursday evening, then a live-fire 
session on Saturday morning. Although 
equipment and ammunition will be 
provided, you may bring your own. 
Those under 18 must be accompanied 
by an adult. (Reservations begin 
February 10.)

19 Basic Shotgun
Saturday 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 (Ages 12 & up) This is an introductory 
program for beginning shotgunners 
who want to learn the correct way to 
get started in shotgun sports. We will 
discuss appropriate shotguns, correct fit, 
gauge and ammunition selection, proper 
stance, mount, movement, and vision. 
All participants will have an opportunity 
to break some clay targets after the 
classroom portion of the program. The 
shooting portion of this program is not 
appropriate for children under 90 lbs. 
weight. Class limit is 20. (Reservations 
begin February 19.)

26 Discover 
Hunting:  Wild 
Turkeys

Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon
(All ages) Our spring wild turkey season 
is right around the corner. We’ll discuss 
hunting wild turkeys including biology, 
habitat, hunting regulations, and 
appropriate firearms and ammunition. 
We’ll demonstrate and practice turkey 
calling, discuss blinds and set-ups, 
and use of decoys. This is Wild Turkey 
Hunting University!  (Reservations 
begin February 26.)

30 Discover 
Hunting: Calling 
Wild Turkeys

Thursday 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
(Families)  Are you interested in 
communicating with a wild turkey 
gobbler this spring? If so, this class 
will help you understand what you are 
saying.  We will explore the different 
types of calls to use, how to make and 
perform the calls and what they actually 
mean. This class will cover basic 
techniques as well as advance tips on 
using calls to hunt turkeys.  Discover 
Hunting programs are designed to help 
youths and adults experience the rich 
traditions of hunting through shooting 
skills classes and hunting clinics. 
(Reservations begin February 30.)

26 Discover 
Hunting: 
Patterning 

Shotguns for Turkey 
Hunting
Saturday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
(Ages 11 & up) What is your maximum 
effective range to harvest a turkey? 
What shot size should you be using for 
turkey hunting? These questions and 
more will be answered in this informative 
program on shotgun patterning for 
turkey hunting. We will help you find 
the most effective choke/shotshell 
combination for your shotgun. Come 
discover the answers at this educational 
hands-on program! Class is limited to 
20. (Reservations begin February 26.)



11715 Cragwold Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122
Powder Valley Conservation Nature Center
Building hours: Tuesday through Saturday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Sunday and Monday: Closed
Area and trails: Open seven days a week 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. during Central Standard Time and 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. during Daylight Saving Time.
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5 Scout Discovery Table: State Symbols (Self-guided exhibit)
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(All ages) Check out the many natural objects that are symbols representing the state of Missouri. This self-guided exhibit will 
help Junior Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts earn portions of badges relating to nature or wildlife. Juniors can work on Let’s Get 
Outdoors, Wildlife 1. Wolves can work on Your Flag, Achievement 2d. Bears can work on What Makes America Special?, 
Achievement 3e. The activity can usually be completed in 45 minutes. All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  (No 
reservations required.)

8 Animal Babies
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
(Ages 3 & up) This is a good time of year to celebrate furry little animal babies. Aren’t they the cutest little things? They wake 
up, dash around, leap and jump, play hard with each other, and then cuddle up and fall asleep again. While their parents feed, 
protect, and teach them, the babies are learning about the world around them and practicing skills they will need when they 
grow up. Come help us celebrate animal babies, and make a furry little animal to take home. (Reservations begin February 25.)

8 I Like To Move It, 
Move It!
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
(Ages: 3 - 6) Take a close look at animal 
movement and behavior. Learn how 
animals use different parts of their 
body to function and survive in the 
wild. Dramatic play, live animals and 
a hike will be a part of this “moving” 
experience! (Reservations begin 
February 22.) 

17 Discover 
Nature: Families: 
Our Favorite 

Swallow, the Purple Martin 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
(Ages 7 & up) This is the month that 
purple martins arrive back in the St. 
Louis area. After a long flight from South 
America, they need insects and nesting 
sites. Participants will learn about these 
great travelers, help clean out the 
Powder Valley purple martin apartment 
house, and make a gourd martin house. 
(Reservations begin March 3.) 

17 TreeKeepers
Thursdays 3/17, 3/24, 4/7
Fridays 4/1, 4/15
Noon – 4 p.m.
(Adults) TreeKeepers is a free 6-week 
class on Thursday or Friday afternoons. 
The last session will be a field day. 
Learn tree identification, pruning, 
planting, health & more. Receive a 
free shirt with 24 volunteer hours. 
Contact Forest ReLeaf of MO for more 
information or call 314-533-5323 to 
register.

Maxine Stone
Author of Missouri’s Wild 
Mushrooms
Program and Book Signing

Saturday, March 26
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
(Ages 8 & up)

Maxine Stone, past president of the Missouri Mycological Society and author of 
the newly published and long-anticipated Missouri’s Wild Mushrooms—A Guide To 
Hunting, Identifying, and Cooking the State’s Most Common Mushrooms, will share 
her expertise during this indoor presentation. 

A book sale and autograph session by the author will follow the presentation.  
(Reservations are ongoing.)

22 Bringing Them Back 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
(Ages 10 & up) Pioneers saw this land 
as endlessly bountiful, but before 1900 
their descendents had nearly wiped out 
many wild species from what is now 
Missouri. Now, thanks to dedicated 
conservationists, many of the animals 
that were rare or gone by 1900 have 
thriving populations here again. Learn 
about their restoration, ranging from the 
instant success with river otters to the 
decades-long struggle to restore wild 
turkeys. (Reservations begin March 8.)



For reservations call (314) 301-1500 
If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Interpretive services are 
available for those with hearing loss with five days notice. From I-44 take Lindbergh (Route 61/67) to 
Watson Road. Go west on Watson Road to Geyer Road. Go north on Geyer Road to Cragwold Road then one mile west 
on Cragwold Road. Visit www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/cnc/powder

Powder Valley Conservation Nature Center March 2011

Powder Valley Hallway Exhibit
Maggie McCarthy, Artist, & Dennis McCarthy, Photographer

Dennis and Maggie McCarthy are natives 
of Missouri. Maggie is an accomplished, 
award-winning artist who has focused on 
watercolor landscapes since obtaining her BFA 
at the University of Oklahoma in 1994. Her 
paintings can be found in homes and private 
galleries across the country, from California to 
Maryland.

Dennis has been photographing nature 
and landscapes for several decades, 
but has been able to spend more time 
shooting since retiring from the National 
Weather Service a few years ago. He 
has won several awards, including two 
national awards from Weatherwise 
magazine.

Dennis and Maggie recently returned to St. 
Charles after many moves around the country.  
They have four children, three of whom live in 
the St. Louis area.  Besides the March hallway 
exhibit, their work can be found on their websites:  
maggiemccarthy.com and sundog.smugmug.com.  
Both participate in local art fairs and will start 
this year’s art fair season at the Spring Art Fair at 
Queeny Park, April 8 - 10.

25 Beginning Birding 
Friday 10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
(Ages 3 - 6) Join us to learn about all the 
beautiful and cheerful birds in your backyard 
– we’ll make “binoculars” and go out on a trail! 
(Reservations begin March 11.)

30 Homeschool Special: 
Hiking into Spring
Wednesday 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
(Ages 8 & up) One of the best times to enjoy 
the outdoors is bright and early in the morning. 
So set your alarms and come join us for a 
breathtaking Missouri morning hike. We will 
discover many different aspects of nature 
including trees, birds, and mammals. The hike 
will be just over one mile so don’t forget to 
dress for the weather and wear comfortable 
shoes as we discover nature in the early 
spring. (Reservations begin March 16.)

Powder Valley Conservation Day 
Camp registration in April issue of 
newsletter.

Powder Valley Conservation Day Camp for ages 8 through 13 years 
will be held Tuesday, June 14 – Friday, June 17, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 18, 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

This year’s camp will be four fun-filled days of educational and 
instructional programs ranging from archery and fishing to dissecting 
owl pellets and aquatic studies. On Saturday parents will be asked to 
attend camp from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. to learn about Missouri’s fish, 
forests, and wildlife from their child! Space is limited and campers will 
be selected by lottery. Watch for Conservation Day Camp application 
information in the Conservation Connections April issue. 

Camp News Flash!

Volunteer Milestones
       Ron Pohle       3500 hours 


